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pauy and virtue consists in man's victory over them, not by killing,
but by converting these enemies into friends.
In other words, what is meant is, that what constitutes the lower
nature of man should be made to do higher and nobler work. As
was well said by a celebrated poet, let the object of Kdma (desire)
be devotion to God, let Krodha (anger) be employed to control the
senses, etc., and when so employed, they are purified and idealised
by being made the natural basis of a higher spiritual satisfaction ;
they are brought in harmony with the self and assimilated with jt.
This is exactly the idea which the Bhagvat Gita means to convey.
cc Let him raise the self by the Self, and not let the self become
depressed ; for verily is the Self the friend of the self, and also the
Self the self's enemy. The Self is the friend of the self of him in
whom the self by the Self is vanquished; but to the un subdued self,
the Self verily becometh hostile as an enemy."1
Even the utterances of Shankar, the greatest Admifm, may well be
referred to as showing what, according to him also, is meant by the
" raising of the self by the Self.59
It is the mams which creates objects of desire, and gives rise
to egoity and attachment to things earthly, and these make man a
ceaseless wanderer in this phenomenal world, Sansdm. The pursuit of
external objects being checked, evil desires are subjugated, tranquillity
of the mind thus results, and thence arises the vision, of the Pammd^
man. Purify, therefore, the mind and strengthen it for its fitness for
mukti, liberation. This is attainable by the performance of one's
duties and this world would then be, to such, an one, as naught.2
But why should the indifference advocated in the Indian systems
to earthly attachments meet with no sympathetic response from
modern. Western thought ? Is it in any degree worse than the
indifference advocated in the sacred writings of Christianity and by
Christian saints in the name of Jesus ?
cc If any man will come after Me, let him deny himself . . . and follow
Me " (Matt. XVI. 24). "If he hate not his father and mother and
wife and children, yea, and his own life also, he cannot be my disciple."
(Luke, XIV. 26.)
1 Bhag. Git. VI, 5-6.              Viveka Chud^mani.

